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INTRO

When the new Roland C.II biplane reached the front lines in March 1916, they were the
smallest, fastest and best climbing class "C” aircraft in German service. Although the
Roland had the same 160 HP Mercedes D.lll engine like other class "C” (armed, double
seat, single engine biplanes) aircraft, its revolutionary streamlined design proved to be
about 30 km/h faster than the others. This meant that the Roland was equal in speed with
Nieuport 11s or Sopwith Pups, the best allied fighters at the time. Rolands served as long
range reconnaissance, bomber and artillery observation aircraft in the front line for more
than a year, until mid 1917. In late 1916 the Roland was successfully employed in a night
bomber role. It was always a respectable opponent, for example the British ace Capt. Ball,
who had shot down 17 Roland C.II's, said that the Roland was the best German fighting
aircraft in 1916. The German pilots, however, were not so keen, and there were a lot
of criticisms to the in-effective rudder, which limited the Roland's usage in dog-fights, and
lack of the forward and downward vision which made landings very hazardous. Beyond
these bars, the Roland C.II served to the late 1917, and still remains to be one of the best
known World War One combat aircraft.

UVODEM

Kdyz v bfeznu 1916 pfisly k frontovym jednotkam nové dvouplo$niky Roland C.II, byly
to nejmensi, nejrychlejSi a nejlépe stoupajici stroje kategorie "C"(ozbrojené,
dvousedadlové, jednomotorové dvouplosniky). Ackoli byl Roland C.Il pohanén stejnym
motorem Mercedes D.lIlIl o vykonu 160 k, jeho revoluéni, aerodynamicka konstrukce
mu dovolila dosahnout az o 30 km/h vy§Si maximalni rychlost nez ostatnim typdm této
kategorie. To znamena, Ze dosahoval srovnatelné maximalni rychlosti jako Nieuport 11
nebo Sopwith Pup, dvé nejlepSi spojenecké stihacky té doby. Rolandy byly pouzivany jako
dalkové prizkumné, bombardovaci a délostfelecké pozorovaci stroje, a na podzim 1916
byly uspésné pouzity také jako no¢ni bombardéry. Roland C.II byl vzdy nebezpecny
protivnik, a napfiklad britské eso Capt.Albert Ball, ktery v roce 1916 sestrelil 17 Roland,
povazoval Roland C.ll za tehdejsi nejlepSi némecky bojovy stroj. OvSem, jak uz to byva,
némeciti piloti nebyli az tak nadSeni. Na Rolandy se snasela vina kritiky pro nedostate¢nou
ucinnost malych ocasnich ploch, coz sniZzovalo jejich hodnotu v soubojich,
a na nedostateCny vyhled dopfedu a dold, coz ¢Cinilo pfistani s Rolandem vzdy
nebezpecnym manévrem. Pfes tyto vyhrady slouzil Roland C.II v prvni linii dlouho do roku
1917, a az do dneSnich dnu zUstava jednim z nejznaméjSich bojovych letadel Prvni svétove
valky.
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ATTENTION * UPOZORNENI * ACHTUNG * ATTENTION *

Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room.
2= Keep out of reach of small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.

i Pfed zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni ndvod. Pii pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobfe vétrané mistnosti. Lepidia ani
barvy nepouzivejte v blizkosti otevieného ohné. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poZiti drobnych dilu.

INSTRUCTION SIGNS * INSTR. SYMBOLY * INSTRUKTION SINNBILDEN % SYMBOLES *
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OPTIONAL BEND OPEN HOLE SYMETRICAL ASSEMBLY REMOVE REVERSE SIDE
VOLBA OHNOUT VYVRTAT OTVOR SYMETRICKA MONTAZ ODRIZNOUT OTOCIT
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COLOURS * BARVY * FARBEN * PEINTURE *
GSi Creos (GUNZE)

AQUEOUS Mr.COLOR AQUEOUS Mr.COLOR
SILVER F 344] - RUST
WHITE [ EHam LIGHT GRAY
BLACK [ ez DARK GREEN
WOOD BROWN Mr.METAL COLOR
VIOLET DARK IRON
RED BROWN ALUMINIUM
GRAY BRASS
GREEN Mr.COLOR SUPER METALLIC

[C338 LIGHT GRAY SUPER FINE SILVER
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A flown by Lt. Seibert and Hptm. Pfleger, FFA 5b, Western Front, Fall 1916

The crew consisting of pilot Lt. Seibert and observer Hptm. Pfleger flew this aircraft over the Western Frontin
the fall of 1916. These aviators were members of Feldfliegerabteilung Nr.5b. The fuselage carried a fish scale

motif complete with mouth and eyes on the nose of the aircraft.
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B Western Front, Summer 1917

This Roland C.Il was flown by a German unit serving on the Western Front. The Roland C.II fulfilled
the reconnaissance role in the German Air Force as well as escort fighters when the need arose.
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C Kasta 2, Kagohl 1, End of 1916/ Beginning of 1917

This aircraft was used by pilots of Kampfgeschwader der Obersten Heeresleitung 1 - Kagohl 1 on the Western
Front. In April 1917, this unit was redesignated as Bombengeschwader der Obersten Heeresleitung
1, abbreviated as Bogohl 1.
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D 1859/16, Bayerische Flieger Schule 5, 1917
In 1917, this Roland C.|I served with Bayerische Flieger Schule 5, a training unit. Aircraft with this unit had their

armament removed along with the associated ring, and sandbags were placed in the rear cockpit for ballast.

This was to maintain the centre of gravity.
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