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BEHIND THE

TRIBED /48 F-14b LF vy FEED,) &0 D BERNA
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The goal of constructing the ultimate 1/48 Tomcat can have diverse
interpretations depending on how one defines the ferm "ultimate."
Pursuing a quality that cannot be achieved by anyone after several
years and thousands of hours of work, as well as building an F-14
that amazes everyone with its realism within a limited timeframe,
both fall into the category of "ultimate." Therefore, prior to

commencing the build, it is crucial to establish a clear concept for
this project
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For this build, instead of odding excessive defoihng indiscriminole|y, we will focus on enhuncing
the details of eye-catching "high-value points," such as the cockpit and landing gear area.
Our aim is not fo mimic every rivet and bolt of the actual Tomcat, but rather to create a visually
appealing presentation as a scale model. By selectively enhancing details in key areas, we can
create a balance of information density on the aircraft, naturu”y guiding the viewer's gaze
toward detailed up area
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GRUMMAN F-14D TOMCAT

United States Navy, VF-31 Tomcatters, 2002, USS Abraham Lincoln
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Normally,‘one would spend dozens of hours airbrushing freehand or
using templates to create a paint surface full of subtle variations. However,
with the use of acrylic ink, one can achieve the same realistic effects while

significantly reducing the amount of time required

WHY PICK TAMIYA?
YEIvI1/48F% v b EESER

REOF 1 F— LT v TEBT EBDE,
1/48E LS HERAAR b & WS I, B
EHE OB IZAMKP GWH 5 23 | L
F vy P ORBAERVIA,
DEEDF 1T

il T o=y 7B
BB x TR x ) 7L ERRE

BETHZ 7 )R- I—N—DFHBIL/T2ORATHER, K(&1/48
DEABZRET 2DRBTEINVROLA I ZRT—LIZBENT
HFofc I/OBRKMERS T AMEEERAL I L e BT R

ToLOBRIBONE I WOLBY OBERT 1 T
Ty T BE VU TEI/MBO LTy MIEERADI LT
Lo TBRILBCBLEERZHOF- 14 EIFTULC

Kris Sieber, the author, is renowned for his mastery of 1/72 scale aircraft
models. Interestingly, it has been several decades since he last engaged in
the realm of 1/48 scale modern aircraft models. Despite the author being
"new" to the genre of 1/48 aircraft modelling, by employing the same
micro-scale detoi|ing, painting, and weuthering, a Tomcat model with an
unprecedented level of richness and intricacy has emerged
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When it comes to achieving the ultimate level
of detail, the conclusion is that the 1/48
scale is the best option. Despite the recent
releases of high-quality F-14 kits from AMK
& GWH, Tamiya's well-reputed Tomcat (the

D variant) was selected for this project

O7AYNBE /52~ F-14D FhXvyh
(1/48 550 H13A9460M)
BYIV-hRIT—H—EZR
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| didn't have any lead foil ovn hand, so | turned to the S— kR DRSSy F vl S
next most malleable material | had on hand, some

artist's copper which | annealed, heavily deformed Scratch-buﬂding seatbelts

then flattened

Fy b TRFN—AHFBEENTNE S — bR MR,
THRRBICZ LWk E Ty F2 7=V RON—F X
&Ny Ley hEFERLTENET S

While the kit provides decals for seat belts, scratch-building

one from thin copper sheets and photoetch buckles will
result in a much more satisfactory result

C-2 B rOHBE LT Y H—18
BN TRITTREL EIF, EEICHIZR
FETHBNBLES IZTXLTLS

The multi-piece anchor for the lap belt
was soldered to provide additional
strength under the stress of shaping it to
the seat
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RECOMMENDED AFTERMARKET ITEMS " p—— 477 1YE—LEDORA 5o L EEABREN, RERVH L

ﬂ’fﬁ%}?’““ S — kR Ry R ABSHE Lok RMEEAEDENIE RELL
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SIDDT AT LI

Danny Coremans
For detail up beginners or individuals unsure Eﬁqﬁ’ﬁﬁa‘u F14A/B/D i .iﬁm’}ry:& Iw?lbt“/li 1/48F3
of where to find image resources, here are PasEY FREIZH LS A, | (ANYZ 55 St Bk 15607)

the top two recommendations for effectively Frv bORICHRDE A%
detailing your Tomcat's cockpit! BEREDRER, & WHA
> TOWNIEF-14D T 1 T— LD
ETHDhB L THBETIE A
W BEIRAZA

Anyz buckles are incredibly delicate
etched items, and it took a few tries
to get used to them. Once | did, the
ability to realistically thread belt material
through them makes for a superb result

@257~ F-14 A/B/D hhoF+vh
(KEARE/F FHH HA4070M)
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H*xy bR IhnofE2BERTY Y 7 OLER

A before and after to illustrate what I'm working towards

FPRBEBRDZPY YT —E LT, 03, 05, 0.7mEHR/ A T2 BET > f2b D
ZREEER THRAI T

First | build up the central cylinder using 0,3, 0.5, and 0.7mm brass tubing, super
gluing each length in place

RICHEVEEHRZ 0.5mE R/ A TIE ST Th L, BEICHIEELTESEED
HUVIEIThTHBEEERIT I

Next, fine copper wire is coiled around 0.5mm brass tubing, then gently pulled
apart to introduce a tiny amount of space between each coil

PV T—EIZRT ) T B LIS RDSTIMT B

Inserted over the cylinder, the coil is then cut to length

LIROBY FFEBIEF Y FEREFBL. PT Y TLFEOT ST v MEIRIC
BHESHEICER LKL

The top mounting point is removed from the kit part and filed out to better
represent a bracket

BlERABAR Ty FEERBEICHNZER M) =SB RBIR/ /N
17 TEF. FFBLBRTO06mT L INA TEEVCTEALNIILE
The other small linkage that needs attention sits between the retraction strut and
the main gear leg. A length of 0.6mm aluminum tubing is polished to a shine

H RIZBEWITLINATERA-VERLRTIHY . BRRICHIET,
ZOEBRRERITBIOHONAREROLTEHL

Cut to length, the aluminum tube is threaded over a brass rod. This allows for
smaller attachment holes needing to be drilled

TR LICER b2 AT T5, v FOBRY FIFERICEARZROL
TEEOLS ILEHmEEE L1

The finished piston in place. The kit mounting point will be drilled and added to
the top end as seen in the finished image

C-2 mEemmrLEHE LS HOTEREDNRIN T
VY TRy FELR, REDLDIEF Y FBREVEEHT >
D VDOT ERAA TICHERESWTEES S LIl

With all the lines run, just a couple small details remain. First is the
spring that sits on the inboard side of the gear leg. The real item has
a considerably finer coil than the moulded version which I'll replicate
with copper wire and brass tube

FTAT—ATPYyTDORT LY »5r—8

Detailed up linkage elements
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This section will high|ight the primary tools,
materials, and paints utilized by the author
for detailing up the 1/48 Tomcat model. It is
important to note that certain items have been
replaced with readily available alternatives
suitable for Japanese modelers

EEHE Adhesives

FIVEAY N (RLAHTAT)

TAMIYA Extra Thin Cement

TI3RFvION—YEBEETIHIE
S5, BEBHEICEWTY - & bEMEAE
DEWEER, YoYU I LIBKLY
A 7T, ZDEDEY KN—YRL OB
ICRLAT LS ICLTERT S

MADWORKS & B E#EH
MADWORKS Instant CA Glue Black

Wb b NTFROYICHRZECERR
HDIT I/ TV L— rRBEREEEA,
AUBEENTREAFERELA. Yz —
THOTRVBEEEEA sRLy A7,
RETRAT ST ENARET

Designed to be poured into
the gaps between the parts
for optimal application, this
is the most common|y used
adhesive for scale modelling

This medium-high viscosity
CA glue serves as an
excellent gap-filler and
pairs well with VMS's CA
debonder

VMS 7L—Y L—7 BREEEAR D LK

VMS Glue-Remove CA Debonder

I YTRNYRBRIZDTIAF Y 78—
VIZFA—THEMA S Z R EEEE
Fa AT eHTEZENBRE. B
BIL > THERBH B, EXNICEE
BEHADNTIA TIZISHRERETS 2

IV REEZyIN—

TAMIYA Sharp Pointed Side Cutter
TIETLBEIRIERVETI =y
N—y T¥F—DoDTYHLP, £
DUV R EVIRABREDH Y MIER,
BEADT IV ROLDOEES LR

HOZAN >t v k &1
HOZAN Tweezers

WA=V DRBFITSERT 20HEE
Erey b, Zffinbor SBEFTHLT
PEREETHZH, PEKEDLOHN
RFEHIR DORFRADGCEZZD
THRRAXTE

VMS debonder removed CA
glue without harming the
underlying plastic. Refer fo page
000 for deailed instructions on
how to use this product

The fine-blade nipper is an
essential ool in scale model
making. It is utilized for
removing parts from the sprue
and cutting soft materials

Investing in a set of high-
quality tweezers will
significantly reduce the risk
of parts vanishing into the
abyss

WAVEHG7 > % v FEYINA €y b

'WAVE HG One-touch Pin Vise Set

NREBOT 27DICBELROALE >V NA
2o EFAEEDE LS~ ImE % |mnfE R
T, IlmmA 0. Imm#E % 0. | mmfE B8 THiI 2 T
BLERRD BV, NPT LIOED
FULIESFREIBED 2 & R

SMS€Z3XvoRXoL—iN—
SMS Ceramic Scraper
EERIELBLTTIXFy 7EHICA
HEVIAKIZ L, RL—X7GH Y EY
EENFARLEELIIVIADRI L —
Ne=o R=T 4 754 Y DRBIZIK
BoTH LER

If you intend to detail up any
type of scale model kits, it
is highly recommended to
acquire a complete set of drill
bits ranging from 5 to 0.1mm

A scraper with ceramic
blade that provides smooth
and effortless scraping, as
it is less prone to biting info
plastic surfaces

FIveEAY FRLAKLY A T)EE

TAMIYA Extra Thin Cement Quick Set

ETRNFHDYIVELALA Y FOERE
B, IBERD KWL VERRDEEIC
Rill, M LAAK, BABH~BIEET
{ERETTRE /R fo o X L — RITHEHIL TS
SNBDOHRADHR

CECCORP {E#5E B &
CECCORP Cyanoacrylate Glue Thin

BHEEL Y HEOBEVBEREER, Tv
FrIN—YRLTOEBICIEERNIZZ
LoEERTE, BRELLRTZ LR
LEREL RV, LW HREZRBI-D
BCRERZHBT 2DNRZ b

The quick setting type of
the Tamiya Extra Thin. lts
biggest advantage is the
ability to swiftly proceed
with assembly

Low viscosity CA glue
suited for glueing PE parts,
metal wires, and other

non-plastic materials

CECCORP IiR* > RIEEH 50517

CECCORP Epoxy Glue C-POXY 5
2RMEDTRF S EER, BELY /X
VEBXICER L VEISERT 5,59
BlLsy 1 TRAIC b EBEEBEDO S 1 >
FYvIHHENT BADERICES
BELRIONE

General purpose epoxy
glue with a quick curing
time of only 5 minutes

HATE Basic Tools

DSPIAE ST-A 3.0 i@B#R FH = v /X —

DSPIAE ST-A3.0 Single Blade Nipper
FYF—hBRYELIA—YD, &Y
WHOBBEICES A=y /8— 7= b
MOMBIZENEHIET B0 KL/I—Y
/7= bREERA & OLIMTIEEE

HRF

Needle-nose Pliers

LEBOBIFMIDONBOEKRS, HEY
PHEORBRPEE-BRT 5K RAL
ToLOERRERET 2 ICIERH, R
WY =, BEIATE, T20D54
TEMATH>TWDERD

This specialty nipper is
specifically designed for
removing finer details.
However, it's not recommended
for cutting large parts or wires

Needle-nose pliers are an
essential tool for bending
and twisting various metal

wires

WAVEHGY A 7B FEIL £y kb AR+ v 7

'WAVE Micro Chisel Set (4 Blades + Grip set)

K=Y DY, E—ILRKEY, XV
YOBRZESEEHRABEICERD
ERIBTA7OFELEY b HEI
0.1/0.2/0.3/0.5mD4AEEH BT 5 7=
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Y5 LINR ET <005
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A versatile and handy micro
chisel set that can be used
in various situations, such as
part cutting, mold carving,
and panel line detailing

With this water based
marker, you can sketch
a preliminary design for
adding piping details to
your model
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